
 The Science Olympiad is an inter-
national nonprofit organization devoted to 
improving the quality of science educa-
tion, increasing student interest in science 
and providing recognition for outstanding 
achievement in science education by both 
students and teachers. These goals are 
accomplished through classroom activities, 
research, training workshops and the en-
couragement of intramural, district, re-

gional, state and national tournaments.  

 The Science Olympiad tourna-
ments are rigorous academic interscholas-
tic competitions that consist of a series of 
individual and team events, which stu-
dents prepare for during the year. The 
competitions follow the format of popular 
board games, TV shows and athletic 
games. These challenging and motivational 
events are well balanced between the 
various science disciplines of biology, 
earth science, chemistry, physics, com-
puters and technology. There is also a bal-
ance between events requiring knowledge 
of science facts, concepts, processes, 

skills and science applications.  

 Many states and regions have or-
ganized physics, biology or chemistry 

Olympiads, but few have combined all dis-
ciplines in one large Science Olympiad. 
The excitement of many students from all 
science areas competing and cheering one 
another on to greater learning caused one 
school district to coin the phrase 
"intellete". When they searched for a place 
to house their newly won Science Olym-

piad State Championship trophy, the 
only location available was outside the 
principal's office in the "athlete" show-
case, so they convinced the school 
board to build an "intellete" showcase. 
An intellete is any person who demon-
strates outstanding performance in an 
academic or intellectual pursuit (in this 

case, science).  

 One of the goals of the Science 
Olympiad is to elevate science educa-
tion and learning to a level of enthusi-
asm and support that is normally re-
served only for varsity sports programs. 
(www/soinc.org/about ) 
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NEW EVENTS THIS YEAR! 

 

B Division: 

Battery Buggy 

Canõt Judge a Powder 

Junkyard Challenge 

Ornithology  

Shock Value 

Solar System 

 

 

C Division: 

Anatomy & Physiology 

Mission Possible 

Mouse Trap Vehicle 

Ornithology  

Physics Lab (Wind) 

 

 

Some events have 
changedñbe sure to 
check the new rules! 

For more details about the history of  
Science Olympiad and the National Science 

Olympiad organization, go to  
http://www.soinc.org  

http://soinc.org/about
http://soinc.org/
http://www.moscioly.org/


 Team scoring  is based on 
the number of teams entered.  For 
each event, the first place team 
receives 1 point, second place re-
ceives 2 points, and so on in as-
cending order until the maximum 
participation points corresponding 
to the number of teams entered 
are distributed.  Teams that do  
NOT participate in an event re-
ceive a total of one more point 
than the number of teams entered. 
For example if 28 teams are en-
tered, teams that do not compete 
in an event will receive a total of 
29 points.  In the Olympiad, like 

golf, the lowest score wins.  

 From our region, the top 
four B and C division teams will 
advance to state.  However, the 
State Science Olympiad regulations 
prohibit more than one team from 
the same school attending the 
State Olympiad.   If more than one 
team from the same school places 
in the top four, the team with the 
highest ranking will be awarded 
the opportunity to go on to the 
state competition.   This provides 
the greatest number of schools the 

opportunity to participate.   
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 A school team must register 
as a member of the Science Olym-
piad organization and pay the mem-
bership fee to the State office in 
order to participate in the regional 
tournament. You must be registered 
at least  2 weeks in advance of the 
regional competition date. Team 
fees for Missouri are $105 for each  

team.  

 After registering with the 
Missouri Science Olympiad, you must 
then register for the regional tour-
nament. No additional fees are re-
quired. However, you will register 
each team and select the times that 
you will compete in each event. This 
is a VERY important step. Each team 
may have up to 15 members, but 
there are 23 events in each division. 
Most of those events allow 2 people 
to cooperatively compete. There-
fore, in order for a team to compete 
in all events, each teammate will 
participate in multiple events. 
Scheduling carefully so that you 
donõt òdouble-bookó students is im-

portant to your teamõs success.  

How do we sign up?  

 For faster and more effec-
tive communication, the web site 
below has current Region VII Olym-
piad information and online regis-
tration will be made available by 
late -October.  When registering, you 
will select event times from a 
schedule that will have session 
availability updated regularly, and 
event placement will be determined 
by the date of submission.   Donõt  
procrastinate if you want to guaran-
tee youõll get your first choice of 
event times, and donõt forget to 

also register with state.  

Register online at http://www.k12science.missouristate.edu  

Region VII Scoring 

What is a Division? Which one are we in?  

 Science Olympiad has different competitions for different grade lev-
els. The Region VII tournament is for Division B (grades 6-9) and Division C 
(grades 9-12). Because of the structure of secondary schools in Missouri, usu-
ally B division teams are made up of 6th -8th grade students, and C division 
teams are made up of 9th -12th grade students. It is legal, however, for a 
òmiddle schooló team to include up to 5 of the previous yearõs 8th grade stu-
dents. C division teams are limited to seven 12th grade students. It is impor-
tant to have a balance of both experienced òveteransó and enthusiastic 
ònewbiesó to have continuity in your team. One option that has been success-
ful for some schools is to have an experienced òAó team who trains along 

with and coaches a younger òBó team.  

http://www.k12science.missouristate.edu/Science_Olympiad/2009_Science_Olympiad/2009_Registration_Instructions.htm
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 New and experienced coaches are invited to attend the work-

shops. Clinic attendees will be able to attend their choice of Science 

Olympiad training sessions.  Several new events will be introduced 

and the rules discussed in detail. Many leaders of the state events 

will present workshops to help coaches better understand how to 

help their teams prepare.  To read details about this yearõs coaches 

clinic and how to register, visit http://www.moscioly.org/  

Coachesõ Clinic to be held October 17th  in Columbia  

With 23 events and only 15 team members, scheduling your team to cover every event can be a 

challenge. Here are some tips from the National Science Olympiad to help make your job easier:  

ǒ Students with a wider background in a variety of science areas are easier to schedule.  

ǒ The first effort is to schedule a student into the area of his/her strength if this is possible.  

ǒ Note the times and places of events so students will not have to cover too much physical ground 

getting from place to place.  

ǒ Schedule òback-upó team members to be present in case an event runs late and a team member canõt make it. 

ǒ Remember that certain building events do not require the builder to be present; any teammate can represent 

the team. Often these events are òopenó and team members can compete at any time during the competition. 

 Coaching a Science Olym-

piad team requires people and re-

sources. Recruit help from every-

where. In the past, teams have had 

sponsorship from local service 

clubs, parentsõ groups, school 

boards, senior citizensõ groups, 

book publishers, the military, local 

colleges and universities, and 

newspapers. 

 Seek help with coaching 

individual events, organizing, and 

publicity from your community. 

This is good public relations for 

your school and a good way to in-

volve parents and booster clubs in 

supporting academic competitions. 

No teacher or school can buy the 

Scheduling Tips for Coaches  (from Science Olympiad Coaches Manual and Rules, 2005 )  

Canõt coach a team? Ask for help! (adapted from Science Olympiad Coaches Manual, 2005 )  

positive òPRó gained by placing in 

one or more of the Science Olym-

piad events. All communities are 

looking at schools critically. They 

want to help them become better. 

Successfully participating in Sci-

ence Olympiad helps schools con-

firm that quality instruction is tak-

ing place in the schools and that 

schools are taking steps to involve 

students in academic extra -

curricular activities.  

 Other non-science teachers 

and school staff are great re-

sources, too. Your school nurse, 

technology teacher, math teacher, 

and health teacher would offer 

expertise and resources that you 

may not have yourself. Parents 

who have specific knowledge and 

skillsñbuilding, engineering, for-

estry, etc. ñ may also be willing to 

help with individual events.  

 While coaching a team can 

be a daunting task to take on 

alone, making it a community ef-

fort benefits everyone involved. 

Often all it takes to get others in-

volved is an invitation. If you 

would like someone to do a presen-

tation about Science Olympiad to 

your classes, PTA group, school 

administrators, or other commu-

nity partner, please contact Adam 

Crane to schedule an appointment.  

http://www.moscioly.org/
mailto:AdamCrane@MissouriState.edu
mailto:AdamCrane@MissouriState.edu

